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before you quite selfishly, and I hope that the words I speak to
you this evening will find a lodgment in your hearts. At the end
of what I have to say I should like you to cross-examine me and
ask me any questions you may like to put. I have found by
experience that that is the only way of removing the mists of mis-
understanding. I have noticed that the greatest stumbling-block
in my way is the hopeless ignorance of the true facts of the situa-
tion, through no fault of yours; you belong to one of the busiest
nations in the world, you have your own problems, and at the pre-
sent moment this great island of yours is going through a crisis
such as you have never had to face within living memory. My
whole heart goes out to you in your troubles, and I hope that
you will soon be able, with your marvellous energy, to cut a way
out of them. No wonder, however, that, preoccupied as you are,
you find no time to study the problems that affect a distant land
Kke India. It is therefore a matter of keen pleasure to me that
so many of you have found time to come here and listen to what
I may have to say. I only feel grieved that many of you who are
listening to my voice are unable to find accommodation in this
room. With these preliminary words, I plunge into my subject.

In order to give you a description of the future of India as I
conceive it, I shall tell you m as few words as possible what
India is at present. India is a sub-continent by itself, nineteen
hundred miles long, fifteen hundred miles wide, with a population
of roughly 350 millions. Of these about 210 millions are Hindus,
70 millions are Mussalmans, 3 millions are Sikhs; there is also a
fairly large Indian Christian population, and a very small European
or, more correctly speaking, English population Numerically it is
insignificant, but, as you know, it enjoys a position of privilege and
influence unsurpassed, belonging as it does to the ruling race.

We have within this population our own Hindu-Muslim-
Sikh problem, or, as it is called, the problem of minorities, I will
not go into the problem as it affects other minorities, nor will I
take up your time by airing my views with regard to these mino-
rities, but one minority I may not omit, the unhappy untouch-
ables, a word which is a standing reproach to the Hindus of India
who form the majority of the population. Untouchability is a curse
upon Hinduism, and I have no hesitation in saying that, if un-
touchability is not rooted out of Hinduism, Hinduism must
perish. The time has come when any system, no matter how hoary
and ancient it may be, must stand the light of day, must be able
to stand fierce criticism, and if Hinduism harbours untouchabi-
lity, it has no place on this earth.